
Day 1 – Monday 29th June  

Maya Angelou – Biography – Read and do task 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGCWS06km4k

 

If you have access to the internet (with your parent’s permission), go to youtube for a virtual 

read of ‘Maya Angelou – Little People Big Dreams’. Then have a read of below and jot down 

10 facts you’ve found out about Maya Angelou (in complete sentences). 

 

 

 

Maya Angelou (Born 1928 . Died 2014) 

Maya Angelou is one of the most memorable voices in American culture. Born Annie 

Johnson in St. Louis, Missouri (U.S.A), she spent much of her childhood in a small town in 

the South. There, she faced a lot of unfairness because of her skin colour. When she was 

eight, she was attacked by her mother’s boyfriend and she stopped speaking for five years. 

In that time, she grew to love books and found power and strength in words.  

Maya overcame her childhood struggles and went on to lead a marvellous life. She became 

a dancer, singer, actress, writer, director, journalist, playwright, producer, teacher and an 

activist for civil rights. She performed in nightclubs and began calling herself Maya Angelou. 

She also became a mother and a grandmother. In 1969, Maya turned the memories from 

her childhood into a book called I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. The book became famous 

and sold millions of copies around the world. Maya wrote many more books, won many 

awards and read her poems at the White House and the United Nations. People everywhere 

continue to be inspired by her incredible life, her beautiful words and her powerful, hopeful 

voice. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGCWS06km4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGCWS06km4k


Day 1 – Task 

In full sentences – using your own words - write 10 different biographical 

facts about Maya Angelou. This could be about her writing, her life, where 

she lived, her achievements, what she was known for. 

 

Day 2 – 4 (Tuesday to Thursday) – Read poem. Do activities. 

‘Still I Rise’ by Maya Angelou 

You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies, 
You may trod me in the very dirt 
But still, like dust, I’ll rise. 
 
Does my sassiness upset you? 
Why are you beset with gloom? 
‘Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells 
Pumping in my living room. 
 
Just like moons and like suns,  
With the certainly of tides, 
Just like hopes springing high, 
Still I’ll rise. 
 
Did you want to see me broken? 
Bowed head and lowered eyes? 
Shoulders falling down like teardrops, 
Weakened by my soulful cries? 
 
Does my haughtiness offend you? 
Don’t you take it awful hard 
‘Cause I laugh like I’ve got gold mines 
Diggin’ in my own backyard. 
 
You may shoot me with your words, 
You may cut me with your eyes, 
You may kill me with your hatefulness, 
But still, like air, I’ll rise. 
 
Out of the huts of history’s shame 
I rise 
Up from a past that’s rooted in pain 
I rise 
I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide, 



Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
 
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
I rise 
Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 
I rise 
Bringing the fits that my ancestors gave, 
I am the dream and hope of the slave. 
I rise 
I rise 
I rise. 

 

Clarifying:  

Sassiness – self-confident, defiant attitude 

Beset with gloom – overcome with misery 

Soulful cries – mournful, heart-broken cries 

Oil wells – an artificial well from which oil is pumped using machinery 

(metaphor for wealth) 

Haughtiness – the appearance of being arrogant, over-confident, superior 

Questions: Stanza 1 

1. How does this poem make you feel? 

2. Who is the speaker addressing in this poem? Who is ‘you’? 

3. How does the poet feel about the person she is addressing? 

4. What are the ‘bitter, twisted lies’ in history about? 

5. What does the idea of being trod into dirt refer to? What is it a 

metaphor for? (Remember a metaphor is something that represents 

something else). 

Questions: Stanza 2 

6. Why does Angelou begin this stanza with a rhetorical question? 

7. What tone do these questions create? 

8. Does the answer actually matter to the poet? 

Questions: Stanza 3 



9.Why does the poet use the imagery of the moon, sun and tide? 

Questions: Stanza 4 

10.How is the narrator trying to represent shame? What imagery does she 
use? 
11. From whose point of view is she asking these questions? 

Questions: Stanza 5 

12. How is the narrator representing hope and defiance? What imagery 
does she use? 

13. Identify some of the language techniques the poet uses in stanzas 2-5 
and explain why they are effective. 

Questions: Stanza 7 - 8 

14. Underline the emotive words in the last two stanzas. 

15. What does Angelou compare herself to and why? 

16. What is the tone in the last part of the poem? Is it the same or different 

from the rest of the poem? 

Writing Task 

Using full sentences (and evidence from the text) to summarise what you think 

the message of this poem is. Is it still relevant today? Explain. 

Day 5 – SPaG 

Spellings –Write each spelling word 3 times, then write an interesting sentence 

for each. 

 



 

Grammar – Relative Clauses 

 

Q1. 

Complete the sentence below with a relative clause. 
Remember to punctuate your answer correctly. 

His sister, _________________________________________ , 

is learning to speak Polish. 
1 mark 

Q2. 

Underline the relative clause in each sentence. 

We visited the funfair that came to our town. 

My uncle who lives in Australia has sent me a present. 

My friend whose rabbit I look after is on holiday. 
1 mark 

Q3. 
  

Which sentence contains a relative clause? 
  

  Tick one. 

The boy who I met at the park is in my 
class. 

 

The team is going to play a match 
tomorrow. 

 



Sue said that she wanted to learn to play 
the drums. 

 

Whenever they have time, they like to go 
cycling. 

 

1 mark 

Q4. 
  

Tick one box to show which part of the sentence is a relative 
clause. 

The table which is made of oak is now black with age. 

  

                                                                   

1 mark 

Q5. 
  

Underline the relative clause in the sentence below. 

The  old  house  that  is  next  to  our  school  is  for  sale. 


